May 20t Statutory Public Meeting
Of Development Services Committee




e June 2007: Subcommittee asked to look at options for a new strategy
that would apply wider zoning permissions for second suites

e March 2008: Council adopted Subcommittee recommendations that:
- a Public Open House be held to receive input on a new strategy
- staff report back on action plan for implementation
- a Public Meeting be held to consider zoning




Background Context




Oct 2000: Markham Taskforce Recommendations
June 2001: PwC retained to conduct focus groups

June 2002: Direction to prepare a strategy
March 2003: Request for analysis of strategy options

March 2005: Adoption of new procedures
June 2006: Adoption of new Driveway By-law
June 2007: Establish Subcommittee

March 2008: Decision to hold Open House
April 2008: Public Open House
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A second suite is a single self-
contained rental apartment in a
house

Many second suites are basement

apartments, but they can be
installed on any floor of a house

A second suite has its own locked
entrance and contains its own
kitchen and bathroom




Increase rental housing supply

Provide rental housing
opportunities for small households
including young adults, seniors, etc.

Provide income to homeowners and
flexibility to offset ownership or
maintenance costs

Less physical and visual impact than
rental apartment buildings

Contribute to the “sustainability”
of existing housing stock and
service delivery in Markham

Regulating and permitting second
suites will improve life safety of
estimated >2500 illegal suites




Proposed New Policy for Second Suites




The Subcommittee has recommended a proposed new
strategy for second suites for public review and input

The key strategy components are:
- asecond suites zoning by-law

- amendments to the Town’s Registration By-law
and Property Standards By-law

a comprehensive public education program

an 18 month monitoring program




Second suites in single detached and semi-detached houses
subject to specified standards, including:

- must be secondary to the principal dwelling unit
- a minimum gross floor area requirement

- shall not be conspicuous from the street or change the
appearance of the dwelling

This provides equitable zoning for second suites across Markham
and maximizes the potential use of housing stock




e Re-inspection and registration every three years or upon
change of ownership will help maintain compliance with
building and fire safety codes

This will increase the life safety of residents in houses with
second suites




Requirement for more frequent re-inspection and registration

Revocation of registration if compliance with relevant
standards is not maintained

New Internal Property Standards requirements
This will increase landlord accountability for compliance with

all building and fire safety codes, zoning and property
standards, including driveway width and parking standards




e A public education program to:

(ARKHAM g - educate residents about the
benefits of second suites

& LHANIDE T THE MSFECTION AKND REGISTIRATION proyi de informa‘ti On . On hOW to
OF TWO-UHIT HOUSES IN MARKHUAM reglster a Second Su |te
R R promote registration including
an incentive program

promote life safety and
encourage compliance

e This will increase public knowledge
of second suites and ensure the
highest level of customer service




An 18 month monitoring program to
track:

- Inspection and registration
including effect of incentive
program

internal property standards
inspections

registration renewal
need for licensing in the future

This will measure the success of
strategy and report on any further
changes required to strategy
components




Public Input on Proposed
New Strategy for Second Suites




piotics of Fuiblic Oy Houss Opportunities for public input:

Froposed Policy to Permit Second Suites
[Including Basemant Apartments)

April 16™ Open House discussion
/ comment sheet

Wiedssardey. Aprd 16 FO0E
i . - B0 pues

Town website material / submit
ey e comment sheet

under

Quick Links - Major Planning
Studies
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Phone or email Town staff or
Subcommittee members

May 20t Development Services
Committee Public Meeting /
written submissions or
deputations (to be scheduled)




May 20, 2008 information report to
DSC on Public Input on Proposed
New Strategy for Second Suites

Over 110 residents attended public
open house and over 25 written
submissions have been received to
this date

In general, support for increased
regulation and permission of second
suites in Markham

Most common concern: how it
would be implemented




Public Input on Proposed
Zoning By-law Amendment




To ensure second suite Is secondary to the principal
dwelling unit & large enough for human habitation:

- the maximum gross floor area of the second suite shall be
no more than 45% of the gross floor area of the building

e the second suite must be at least 35 m? (375 sq. ft.)

To ensure second suite is inconspicuous from the

street and doesn’t change the character of the
dwelling:

only one dwelling unit in the building may have a door(s) in a
wall facing the street, and

no additional parking will be required for the second suite, but
all parking provided consistent with the Town’s Parking By-laws




e Proposed New Strategy for Second Suites

= Proposed Second Suites Zoning By-law Amendment




