
Memorandum to the City of Markham Committee of Adjustment
June 03, 2021

File: A/054/21
Address: 51 Summerfeldt Crescent, Markham
Applicant: Shamez Mohamed
Agent: Shamez Mohamed
Hearing Date: Wednesday June 09, 2021

The following comments are provided on behalf of the Central Team:

The applicant is requesting relief from the following requirements of By-law 11-72, as
amended:

a) Section 3.7:
to permit a front covered unenclosed porch to project 4 feet 7 inches into the
required front yard, whereas the By-law permits an uncovered platform to project
a maximum of 5 feet;

as it relates to an existing covered porch.

BACKGROUND
Property Description
The 580.1 m2 (6,244.1 ft2) subject property is located on the west side of Summerfeldt
Crescent, north of Carlton Road and west of Village Parkway (see Appendix A – Aerial
Photo). The property is located within an established residential neighbourhood
comprised of a mix of one and two-storey detached dwellings. Mature vegetation exists
across the property.

There is an existing, newly constructed, 294.83 m2 (3,173.52 ft2) detached dwelling on
the property. The Building Standards Department issued a building permit for the
proposed dwelling in November 2018. During construction, the Applicant added a roof
over the front porch, contrary to the approved permit plans and Zoning By-law
standards. The existing unenclosed covered porch is the subject of this Minor Variance
application (see Appendix B – Architectural Plans).

Zoning Preliminary Review (ZPR) Not Undertaken
The owner has confirmed that a Zoning Preliminary Review (ZPR) has not been
conducted. However, the applicant has received comments from the building department
through their revised building permit process (18 249869 01 HP) to confirm the
variances required for the development.

COMMENTS
The Planning Act states that four tests must be met in order for a variance to be granted
by the Committee of Adjustment:

a) The variance must be minor in nature;
b) The variance must be desirable, in the opinion of the Committee of Adjustment,

for the appropriate development or use of land, building or structure;
c) The general intent and purpose of the Zoning By-law must be maintained;



d) The general intent and purpose of the Official Plan must be maintained.

Maximum Covered Porch Projection
The applicant is requesting a maximum front covered porch projection of 4 ft 7 in (1.39
m), whereas the By-law only permits uncovered platforms to project into the required
front yard to a maximum of 5 ft (1.52 m). This is noteworthy, as the existing porch would
comply with the By-law if it were uncovered.

The applicant is not applying for variances for lot coverage or height. Furthermore, the
existing covered porch is unenclosed and does not extend beyond the existing garage
projection. Given the modest projection, Staff are of the opinion that the variance request
is minor in nature and will have no adverse impacts to neighbouring lots.

PUBLIC INPUT SUMMARY
As of June 03, 2021, the City received one letter of support for the existing development.
It is noted that additional information may be received after the writing of the report, and
the Secretary-Treasurer will provide information on this at the meeting.

CONCLUSION
Planning Staff have reviewed the application with respect to Section 45(1) of the
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended, and are of the opinion that the
variance request meets the four tests of the Planning Act and have no objection. Staff
recommend that the Committee consider public input in reaching a decision.

The onus is ultimately on the applicant to demonstrate why they should be granted relief
from the requirements of the zoning by-law, and how they satisfy the tests of the
Planning Act required for the granting of minor variances.

Please see Appendix “C” for conditions to be attached to any approval of this
application.

PREPARED BY:

___________________________________
Melissa Leung, Planner, Central District

REVIEWED BY:

____________________________________
Sabrina Bordone, Senior Planner, Central District

File Path: Amanda\File\ 21 118407 \Documents\District Team Comments Memo
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APPENDIX “C”
CONDITIONS TO BE ATTACHED TO ANY APPROVAL OF FILE A/054/21

1. That the front porch remain unenclosed;

2. The variance applies only to the proposed development as long as it remains;

3. That the variance applies only to the subject development, in substantial conformity
with the plan(s) attached as Appendix “B” to this Staff Report and stamped by the
City of Markham on June 03, 2021, and that the Secretary-Treasurer receive written
confirmation from the Director of Planning and Urban Design or designate that this
condition has been fulfilled to his or her satisfaction;

CONDITIONS PREPARED BY:

___________________________________
Melissa Leung, Planner, Central District


