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Markham’s 2019 Budget Delivers Value for Taxpayers

For more than a decade, Markham has maintained the lowest average tax rate increase in the GTA

MARKHAM, ON - March 20, 2019 - On March 19, Markham Council approved the City’s 2019 Budget of
$519.78 million, which maintains current high quality services and continues investment in Council-
approved priorities.

Planning & Design  Engineering
$11.86M $8.93M

The 2019 tax rate increase of 1.97 per cent is below
the rate of inflation and will mean an increase of $24
in property taxes for the average residential
household in Markham.

Building Services

Total
$519.78M

The tax rate increase includes 1.47 per cent for day-  s1a.79m
to-day operating costs and a 0.5 per cent

infrastructure investment to ensure there are

sufficient funds in the lifecycle reserve to repair and

replace assets for the next 25 years.

“We are proud of our track record of prudent fiscal management and for maintaining the lowest average
tax rate increase in the GTA since 2006 when | was elected Mayor,” says Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti.
“I called on city staff to get the tax rate down to approximately 2 per cent; it is important to find efficiencies
in order to reduce the tax rate increase even further, without a reduction in service levels. Our city is
growing, the caliber of our facilities is second-to-none and we are equipped with the right plan to meet the
expanding needs of our community. It is our job to deliver exceptional services while maintaining
affordability for the taxpayer.”

Investments include:

¢ Flood Control Program - Continuation of the
City’s 30-year program to protect public and
private properties and make critical infrastructure

2019 Budget Highlights

» 535.5 million for new roads,

more resilient to climate change. The 2019 Budget stormwater management ponds and
includes $8 million for continued construction in sidewalks

West Thornhill. Preliminary work is underway in » 53.5 million for new parks
Markham Village and Unionville areas. * $30.5 million to ensure existing assets

are in a state of good repair, including:
# Community centres, fire

stations and libraries

Library collections and e-

resources

Watermains and sanitary

SEWers

Roads and sidewalks

Playground structures

¢ Markham Centre Trails - A new fully integrated
pathway system that will stretch more than 13
kilometres from Apple Creek Boulevard to Main
Street Unionville, providing bicycle and pedestrian
access to the Rouge River valley system.
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¢ Morgan Pool Complex - Revitalization of the
facilities including new changerooms, a new
parking lot, expansion of the pool deck and a new
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splash pad, all of which meet accessibility
requirements and improve access.

“Markham prides itself on its demonstrated track record of strong fiscal management. Each year,
budget requirements are scrutinized by both senior staff and Council during the budget process and
ongoing financial performance is monitored closely,” says Councillor Amanda Collucci, Budget Chief.
“Our Excellence through Efficiency and Effectiveness initiative (E3) has yielded more that $27 million in
operational savings and revenue enhancements since 2009. We also managed to save $2 million
through E3 measures in 2019 which was a key factor contributing to our low tax rate increase.”

“I am proud of City staff for finding ways to keep the property tax rate increase below inflation, while
addressing Markham’s growth requirements and continuing to deliver excellent services,” says Councillor
Andrew Keyes, Budget Vice-Chair. “We are providing a responsible budget that addresses the needs of
our diverse and growing community.”

Markham collects property taxes on behalf of York Region and the Province of Ontario, with 51 per cent of
all Markham taxes going to York Region. The City of Markham retains approximately 25 per cent of the
taxes collected with the remaining 24 per cent going to the Province for education.

“Maintaining the lowest average tax rate increase is an incredible achievement over the last 13 years,”
says Mayor Scarpitti. “We continue to build strong, resilient and connected communities. We are building
new parks, new roads and creating a greener, healthier Markham with spaces that are accessible to all.
Infrastructure is the backbone of a strong economy and we are a 215t century city, leveraging emerging
technologies to address challenges and improve the customer experience. We are making sound
decisions and securing a bright future for generations to come.”

Please see media backgrounder for further 2019 Budget details.
More information can also be found at markham.ca/budget.
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Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti's Office: Lama Nicolas, Senior Communications Advisor at
Inicolas@markham.ca or 416.671.2890.

For all other media inquiries / interview requests for the City of Markham:
Erynn Sally, Media Relations Coordinator at esally@markham.ca or 416.737.2684.

About Markham: Markham, an award-winning municipality with over 355,000 residents and the largest of nine communities
in York Region, is home to over 400 corporate head offices and more than 1,500 high tech and life science companies.
Markham is a leader in attracting foreign direct investment with more than 210 foreign companies located in the City.
Founded in the 1790s, today Markham is Canada’s most diverse community and enjoys a rich heritage, outstanding
community planning and services, and a vibrant local economy. Markham has received the Excellence Canada Gold Award
for Organizational Quality & Healthy Workplace, and multiple heritage and environmental awards.
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