EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Unionville : The Village Evolved

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

What is a village? People seem to know

one when they see one, and residents and
visitors alike flock to Main Street Unionville
for its heritage village character. The City
of Markham, in which Unionville sits,
proclaimed Main Street Unionville one

of four Heritage Districts, with rigorous
standards in place to protect the character
that makes this place special’. They,
alongside the residents, business owners and
admirers of Unionville realize that there is
no other place quite like it in the GTA.

Main Street Unionville is distinctly
different—the buildings, the street; the way
we interact with them and with each other

years ago studied the villages of his home
country at the beginning of the post-World
War II development boom? Of course,
Main Street Unionville is a distinctly North
American—a distinctly Canadian—type

of village, but Sharp’s assertions ring true
nevertheless. According to him, there are
three principal conditions that must be met
in a village, and we will address them one-
by-one.

Firstly is layout: Of the several types of
villages Sharp classifies, Unionville is most
definitely a roadside village, as it exists
along one road: Main Street Unionville.
Founded in 1794 to the north of its present

and sudden turn; in either case the village
is thereby transformed into a place; a
place with a way in and a way out and
not merely an incident on the roadside.*
(Emphases in original)

Second we must look at the buildings. Of
the buildings themselves, Sharp notes: “A
manor house, a group of almshouses, a
tithe barn, a mill, an inn, a couple of shops,
may by accident or design be so situated

This book is the story of a village. Itis a
story told from a different perspective
than a history book, though many
historical facts are brought in to the
narrative. [nstead, this Community
Vision Plan for Main Street Unionville
aims to tell the story of this Ontario
village’s past through its present—
because any village as beloved by its
residents as Unionville is a true place—
somewhere that has evolved over time,
so that its past is inherent in its present.
By examining present conditions on

Main Street Unionville in a thorough o/
, ; g [M]ost... roadside villages seem somehow
way, the story will continue as a future. _ : ;
to contain their road rather than to be
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description of Main Street Unionville’s . o i KA, N % ?‘}“‘("‘é‘c‘.ﬁ‘"
evolution over the next thirty years. merely a string of buildings pushed aside Rl =28 : 0 RS :
West Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, UK
A Roadside Village typically has a slight bend
about the middle of the street containing views
inward.

when visiting—from the predominately
post-World War II development that
surrounds it. As Markham and the GTA
continue to see incredible growth and new,
modern development, these distinctions
have become ever more heightened. Again
we must ask: What is a village? Is it merely
a place that is a ‘step back in time’, a short
departure on a Saturday from the modern
world to take in a concert and shop for gifts,
or is it something more? The term “village’
implies function as well as form, and as we
have already established, it is a place that has
evolved over time and will evolve into the

location, by 1840 the founding of Union
Mills prompted development of the modern
settlement we know today. The road
servicing this settlement, notably, deviated
slightly west from the original north-south
Concession Road connecting the wilderness
to Lake Ontario: this was to take advantage
of a slight rise over the Bruce Creek
floodplain, protecting the nascent buildings’.
Here is how Main Street Unionville got

its slight bend—and fulfills aptly Sharp’s
description:

Perhaps we can find answers by looking to
the English planner Thomas Sharp, who 70

by it. The road may curve gently away
from the straight or it may take a sharp
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as to give emphasis, a ‘punctuation, to one
or more points in the plan.*” Do the Old
Firehall, standing guard atop Main Street
Unionville’s bend; the Stiver House, stoically
overseeing the street’s northern climax; or
the Congregational Church building, whose
spire can be seen peeking over the treetops
from that point, not all immediately come to
mind—alongside many other examples?

These buildings were designed with specific
functions—residential, retail, spiritual, and
in the case of the since-recreated Planing
Mill, industrial—which implies the third
aspect of the village: the community itself®.
“The village is the home of a community...
A simple social structure produced a simple
material form.”” During the Mill Era of the
1840s and the Railroad Era that succeeded it,
Unionville had the self-contained economic
and social functions to act as a true village®.
People lived, shopped and worked there;
they socialized there; they worshipped
there—and people from the surrounding
farmlands came there whenever feasible to
do these things as well®.

Thus Main Street Unionville is still perceived
as a village, and it is the historic core

from which the surrounding community
grew throughout the 20th Century. In

those intervening years, the functions that
Unionville might have evolved to take on

of multi-family housing throughout greater
Markham; the supermarkets on Highway
7; the modern industrial parks ringing

the GTA. It is not that Unionville could
have—or should have—tried to replicate
these fixtures of the modern suburban
scene. Rather, in the absence of other
economic functions, Unionville evolved
from a self-contained community into a
district predominantly used for retail and
community purposes. While still seen as a
village, still looking lovingly like a village...
Unionville is not acting like a village.

The Village in the 21st Century

This Vision Plan tells a story of Main Street
Unionville’s future evolution based on its
existing assets, and how it can evolve into
a place—a beautiful, walkable, sustainable
place preserving of its history—that

once again acts as a village. This requires
that there be residents living in the core
Main Street Unionville area; expanded
opportunities for retail relevant to those
residents, both within the immediate core
area and those who currently live within

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

walking distance; community space
and facilities that make the existing
social and festival culture ever richer;
and as the broadband-connected laptop
has supplanted the old mill, a modern
version of business and industry.

There are precedents. Notably, as we shall
discuss in some depth, the English village
of Poundbury (an appendage to the city
of Dorchester, Dorset) is none other than
Prince Charles’ gauntlet, thrown down
nearly a quarter-century ago to prove
that a traditional village could be built—
and function—in the modern world".
These traditional principles of building,
planning and design have been studied
and refined in North America through
the New Urbanism movement, though
the movement’s litany of successes exist
in a variety of built forms and contexts.

Main Street Unionville can evolve

to be both in form and function a
contemporary traditional village, but it
will take great care; that is the central
thesis of this Vision Plan, as reflected in
all of its facets. Say one of the movements
on a beautiful heirloom watch has
stopped working—a jeweler will deftly
insert new parts alongside old ones in
the cramped space of the watchcase to
produce a fully functioning timepiece.

View north on Main Street : The Queen's Hotel, the center of Village life is prominently featured at the

were satisfied elsewhere: the development ' e (NEMEEEY.
bend in the road providing terminating views north and south.
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That is the level of thinking addressed
herein—where new buildings appear,
their very specific placement, their
shape, their size, their height, their
architecture—are fundamentally
important to preserving and
enhancing the existing character of the
village.

That character is at the heart of Main
Street Unionville, and to use a modern
term, is the district’s ‘brand asset’ The
wealth of marvelous new development
in Markham and throughout the GTA
cannot and will not replicate it. The
Unionville community learned with
the saga of a modern condominium
project on Fred Varley Drive that a
vision—reinforced by proper planning
codes and guidelines—is essential

to ensure that a single project never
again threaten this character. But new
projects—and new land uses—are

in fact essential to prevent a place
from becoming the equivalent of an
object in a museum, preserved yet
unchanging; so it must be ensured that
they physically interact with and be
responsive to the surrounding area.

About the Main Street Unionville
Community Vision Plan Project

In 2013, the City of Markham, Ontario
commissioned a team of urban planning and
design experts, co-lead by Torti Gallas LLP
and Michael Morrissey to develop a long-
range master plan vision for the Main Street
Unionville heritage district: this book is the
result of a year long effort in the life of the
Village. This Vision Plan is not, however,

a step-by-step guide—or an instruction
manual—for building a conception pre-fixed
in the minds of one or several of the authors.
A Vision Plan such as this takes a high-
level, long-range view of how to approach
many interconnected issues in a cohesive
way, and expresses a set of possible solutions
specific to Main Street Unionville’s unique
context. The authors and design team have
worked with the City, business owners,
residents, and other interested stakeholders
throughout the process to identify these

S T.R .STatawn,

Unionville Station : The introduction of the railway in 1871 signals the greatest period of growth and
prosperity in the Village. Half of the heritage buildings on Main Street were constructed at this time

between 1871-1900.

issues and explore solutions in light of their
specific needs and desires. The City will
develop a Secondary Plan based on this
vision to implement the solutions discussed
herein.

As the village itself is an organism, growing
and changing as it does through a complex
set of interconnections, the solutions
proposed in this Vision Plan must also

be interconnected: when implemented in
isolation, though improvements will be
seen, the problem will not be fully solved.
The Vision Plan addresses the need to
gently grow Unionville into a functioning,
contemporary village by addressing the
following problems:

«» Providing space for enhanced retail
opportunities, relevant to local residents’
day-to-day lives as well as to visitors;

« Providing space within the core Main
Street Unionville area for full-time
residents;

» Developing enhanced public spaces,
such as squares and plazas to augment
the existing successful social and festival
culture;

« Reimagining existing community and
sports facilities while preserving their
functions;

» Addressing the ongoing parking issues
in the district in a workable, sustainable
manner;
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Revitalizing the streetscaping elements on
Main Street Unionville itself;

Augmenting the system of pedestrian
movement through the district to extend the
traditional walk along Main Street Unionville
further north and south while providing new,
interesting, and exciting walking routes;
Establishing stronger connections to the
Rouge River, Toogood Pond Park, and
Crosby Park;

Establishing a Gateway district along
Highway 7 to the south.

In the short span of time during which the
study was conducted, two transformative
projects were successfully completed in
Markham: the transformation of Unionville’s
Stiver Mill into a beautifully restored
Cultural Centre, and the streetscaping

of Main Street Markham, the city’s other
traditional Main Street retail district. Both
projects should not only be considered
successes, but serve as a constant reminder
that Unionville—and the Markham
community as a whole—is singularly capable
of effecting meaningful and positive change.

By 1870's, the population in Unionville was 250 persons and a prosperous main street had a complete
rural Village program including : 7 shoemakers, 3 carriage works and blacksmiths, 3 hotels, 6 general
stores, 1 butcher, 1 tailor, 2 cabinet makers, 3 coopers, 1 harness maker,1 cheese factory, 1 tinsmith, 1
flour mill, 2 doctors and 2 ministers.

The level of engagement displayed by the
City of Markham throughout the study
period—aside from having had the foresight
and dedication to commission such a
study—bodes well for the implementation
potential of many solutions. The
sophistication and dedication of City staff
and leaders have been nothing less than
incredible: their stewardship going forward
is essential. There are other champions,
too, taken from a wide variety of groups—
business and landowners, area residents,
local club membership. These are a unique
and dedicated group of individuals.

Famed Philadelphia city planner Edmund
Bacon understood great places as products
of work and design over many generations,
the so-called ‘principle of the second
person’". Main Street Unionville is no
different—its past generations’ contributions
are contained in what we see at present.
The current generation of leaders and
stakeholders has shown the willingness

to create a vision for the future, and must
dedicate themselves to act. If they do, their
mutual presence at this moment in Main
Street Unionville’s history will be seen by
those who stand to inherit it as more than
accidental—and they will then take up the
challenge.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Footnotes and Endnotes

1 See, Town of Markham, ON, Development Services,
Heritage Section. Unionville Heritage Conservation
District Study. September, 1997.

2 Sharp, Thomas. The Anatomy of the Village.
Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1946.

3 Unionville’s history is detailed in: Champion, Isabel,
and Mary B. Champion. Markham Remembered: A
Photographic History of Old Markham Township.
Markham, ON.: Markham District Historical Society,
1988.

4 Sharp,p.9
5 Sharp, p. 10

6 Champion points out, "As a rule the hamlets and
villages which appeared at so many crossroads of
Markham owed their beginnings to an early mill or
tavern and such subsidiary activities as a cooperage
or distillery. Lack of transportation and the primitive
roads persuaded shopkeepers to set up shop where
this mill or tavern encouraged traffic." (p. 225)

7 Sharp, p. 12, 31

8 Iflight rail service comes to the Union-Stouffville
Go Line in the future, Unionville Station would
once again become a viable portal to the Main Street
District.

9 Ross, Pat. Remembering Main Street: An American
Album. New York: Viking Studio Books, 1994. p. xv

would once again become a reality.

10 Rybczynski, Witold. "Behind the Fagade." Architect
Magazine, December 3, 2013. http://www.
architectmagazine.com/international-projects/behind-
the-facade-of-prince-charles-poundbury.aspx.

11 Bacon, Edmund N. Design of Cities. New York:
Penguin Books, 1976.
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Early Settlement: 1794

The origins of Unionville can be traced

to a Canadian Land Grant settled by a
group of German-speaking settlers, led by
William Berczy. The first settlements along
the Sixth Line concession road were north
of the crossing of the Bruce Creek, with
farmland stretching down to what is now
Highway 7.

Mill Era: 1830-1850

As the settlement grew, it developed to
the south. A flour mill, called "Union
Mills" was built on the southwest bank
of the Bruce Creek, a tributary of the
Rouge River. The lane leading to the mill
became the new main street. The original
concession road was relocated out of the
floodplain to its current alignment.

A Village Grows: 1850-1870

In 1851, the Village acquired a post office
and was officially named "Unionville".

The first residential subdivision was made
in 1856, when William Eckardt divided

his land to the west of Main Street, along
Pavilion, Union, Eureka, and Euclid
Streets. By 1870, the population had grown
to 250 people.

Railway: 1871

The arrival of the Toronto and Nippissing
Railway started the greatest period of
growth for the Village of Unionville.
Along with the increased industry and
commercial development, new residential
subdivisions occured, as well. A majority
of existing heritage buildings were built
during this expansion period.
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Main Street: 1891

Detailed drawing of Main Street Unionville
during the post-Railway period showing
the outline of buildings existing at that
time.

Heritage Conservation District:
1997

In opposition to the potential for destructive
changes to the Village of Unionville during
the 1950s and 60s, local residents formed the
Unionville Conservation and Development
Society. A Heritage Conservation District
Study Area was established in 1976 and the
Heritage Conservation District Plan was
adopted in 1997.
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Vision Plan: 2014

The Vision Plan builds on the historic
development of Unionville and creates a
unified vision for a holistic village from
Toogood Pond in the north to Highway 7
at the south.
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Village of Unionville: 2050

The vision plan for the village centre
provides an enhanced mix of uses,
appropriately scaled, sustainable
redevelopment, and provides an adequate
"park once" facility for the uses of Main
Street.



UNIONVILLE VISION

PLAN - EXISTING CONDITIONS

Hwy 7 is a wide Only a glimpse of 3. Crossing the 4. The Stiver Mill c.1900 5. Numerous Behind the west The east sideisan || 8 The Stiver House, c.1829 9. The grass area in front 10. This view across
regional road Historic Main Street rail corridor into is an Industrial vehicular alleys side of Main Street expansive asphalt is good example of a of the Crosby Arena Toogood Pond
engineered Unionville is visible the Main Street Heritage landmark (Old Firehall is a disorganized parking area Regency cottage style has the Memorial shows a rather drab
as a traffic from the intersection Core Area, this with a distinctive Confectionery, asphalt parking with a jumble of building with a well Cenotaph, a Canadian and underutilized
thoroughfare. of Hwy 7 and Main threshold area is massing punctuated €.1891 and the area, subdivided cars, dumpsters, detailed Neoclassical flag. a single bench concession stand
This area is Street. A sign board a broad expanse by iconic grain Queens Hotel by ownership, a mish-mash entry. The building and a collection of pine in the centre of

not pedestrian on posts is the only of asphalt that elevator structures. €.1870) interrupt with poor of rear building has fallen into disrepair trees. This space lacks Toogood Pond Park.
friendly. nor is it indication demarcating is currently The Mill complex the retail Main vehicular elevations, poor and is unoccupied. an official name and is

evident that this the entrance into the uneventful. has been repurposed Street and disrupt connectivity into accessibility and Despite their intrinsic under purposed at the

is a part of the Village. many times and pedestrian and across the lighting. historic character, vacant top of Main Street and

Unionville Heritage is currently under movement and site. buildings detract energy Carlton Rd.

Conservation restoration as a compromise and life from the retail

District. cultural facility. safety. street.
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. At the corner

of Main Street
and Hwy 7 a
corner clock
tower, and a
pair of Village
scaled lychgate
portals frame
the entrance to
the Village of
Unionville.

Hwy 7 is redeveloped as

a 3.5 - 5 story gateway
project between the GO rail
tracks and the Rouge Valley.
The scale and character of
the street will conform with
the historic Village with
smaller building increments,
pedestrian scaled
streetscape elements, retail
at grade with residential
above, parking concealed
behind the block and
structured parking below
grade. This area will feel
like a natural southern
extension of the village

and thereby extend the
walkability of Unionville.

. The Market

Square fronts
onto Main Street.
The Market
Pavilion is an
open air covered
structure used
for a variety

of community
related activities
like the Farmers
Market, a
gateway to the
rail walk and
formally marks
the southern end
of the Main Street
Commercial Area.

4. The newly restored
Stiver Mill is now a
major landmark on
the south end of the
Village. The original
historic agrarian spine
along the rail spur is
reinforced by related
buildings like a Green
House, Market Pavilion
and Artist Studios.
The Stiver Mill area
will entice pedestrians
to walk further south
on Main Street to
explore this unigue
destination.

STIVER MILL/MARKET SQUARE
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5. The Unionville
Lanes concept
on the west
side of the core
transforms
vehicular alleys
into pedestrian
scaled passages
and mews that
lead to unigue
urban spaces
deep into the
block.

6. On the West Side

a new residential
quarter fronts
onto Parkside
Park with a
pedestrian walk
up to Crosby
Community
Centre.

. The East Side

piazza is at the
mid-point or
apex of the Main
Street and is the
logical place to
locate public
washrooms and
an accessibility
lift. A parking
platform at the
Main Street grade
adds parking
supply on the
valley side along
with a junior
anchor for urban
retail like a Village
Grocer.

UNIONVILLE VISION PLAN

8. The west side of the
core includes the
conversion of the
Stiver House into
the formal lobby
of a village scaled
inn composed
of a number of
buildings framing
a forecourt and
enclave.

9. The Village Square

establishes a larger
urban space on the Main
Street for larger events
like Remembrance Day,
The Unionville Festival
and functions as the
central gathering place
in the Village. The
Cenotaph will remain in
its ceremonially important
place on the Square.

10. The Toogood
Amphitheatre
reactivates the
Park as a new
destination in
the trail system
at the north end
of the Village
and creates
a dramatic
performance
pavilion on the
Pond
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VISION PLAN OVERVIEW

Community Vision
Plan Overview

This Community Vision Plan for Main Street
Unionville envisions the sustainable growth,
prosperity, and enrichment of the village over the
next 30 years. It establishes a shared concept to
give direction to future investments, development,
and community building initiatives in the village

and the area that surrounds it.

Development of this Vision Plan was prompted by

two key events: In 2013, a mixed-use development

INTRODUCTION

proposal was approved by the Ontario Municipal
Board for a site on Fred Varley Drive, immediately
to the west of Main Street Unionville. Had an
articulate community vision plan been in place,

particular design elements in the proposal

itself would have been obviated, preventing the
contentious approval process that subsequently A proud Village
occurred. Second, a restaurant regulatory policy
enacted in 2003, popularly known as the 50/50
Policy, required public reassessment. While
initially a part of the study resulting in this Vision
Plan, the retail and restuarant policy component

was ultimately reconsidered independently.

< N
Top Issues

« Guiding Growth

« Heritage Village

« Parking / Traffic

« Zoning Issues

« 365 Day Active Village

¢ Main Street Physical Design

« Regional Greenway Connections
« Conservancy & Sustainability

« Public Transit

+ Focus Areas

» s MG _._,____

Old Congregation Church Main Street Festival Parade
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VISION PLAN OVERVIEW

This Vision Plan generally represents a consensus

vision of community stakeholders, providing a
G O AL S O F T H E VI S ION P LAN programmatic and architectural blueprint for

future investment and sustainable growth. It

is now crucial that a regulatory framework

O p en pUbliC prO CeS S be studied by the City of Markham so as to

implement and enforce the Vision Plan put

forward here. Based on this work, a regulatory

E C O n Om i C S u Stain a 3 ility scope of work will need to be conducted by the

City to implement, regulate, and enforce the

Vision Plan put forward here. The unique layout

P rotect anC i GXP anc i he r]_ta ge Ch aracter and design of buildings and streetscapes will

require review and approval of proposed plans

by Community and Fire Services Commission

EXP and Wa kab ility Staff in the early stages of planning/design to

ensure public services (such as waste collection,

sewerage, snow ploughing and removal etc.) can

Re infO rce an ChOrS be delivered, operated, maintained and accessed in

an efficient and cost effective manner.

Add deStinationS Vision Statement
EXtend the depth Of main Street Main Street Unionville shall become

a vibrant, thriving and successful

heritage village that is a regional

Optimize parking destination, but serves local needs.

Connect tO Open Space Systems This Vision was achieved through in an open

and interactive Charrette process, by enhancing
heritage character in design, and enriching

P re S e rve eXi Sting h e r it a g e a S S et S existing facilities while adding new facilities

appropriately and where necessary, and integrating

—

place-based elements to ensure ‘the whole is

greater than the sum of the parts.

The Vision is captured in this Community Vision
Plan to guide physical development, changes to

by-laws, and associated improvements.
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