
Memorandum to the City of Markham Committee of Adjustment
October 29, 2020

File:   A/01/19
Address:  62 Sherwood Forest Drive, Markham 
Applicant:  SMDA Design Ltd. 
Agent:  SMDA Design Ltd. 
Hearing Date: Wednesday November 04, 2020

The following comments are provided on behalf of the East Team:

The applicant is requesting relief from the following Residential (R2) zone requirements of By-
law 1229, as amended, as they relate to a proposed two-storey detached dwelling that is 
currently under construction:

a) Infill By-law 99-90, Section 1.2 (iii): 
To permit a maximum building depth of 17.4 metres (57.1 ft), whereas the By-law 
permits a maximum building depth of 16.80 metres (55.12 ft). 

Comments
This application was previously heard at the March 13, 2019 Committee of Adjustment meeting, 
requesting variances to permit a maximum building depth of 17.55 m (57.6 ft) and a maximum 
floor area ratio of 49.9 percent. At the time, the Committee deferred the application due to 
concerns with the proposed building massing, roof design and compatibility with neighbouring 
properties. The applicant subsequently revised their plans to comply with the applicable by-law. 
A building permit was issued on September 24, 2019. During construction, the approved permit 
plans were not adhered to, requiring the applicant to submit revised plans, which are reflected in 
this current proposal.
 
The applicant is requesting a maximum building depth of 17.4 m (57.1 ft), whereas the by-law 
permits a maximum building depth of 16.80 m (55.12 ft). This is an increase of 0.6 m (1.97 ft). 
The proposed building depth includes a one-storey, front covered porch which adds 
approximately 0.91 m (3 ft) to the overall depth of the building. The main component of the two-
storey dwelling, excluding the porch, has a depth of 16.23 m (53.25 ft) which complies with the 
by-law requirement. Staff’s previous comments in the memorandum dated February 27th 2019 
remain applicable (Appendix ‘A’), and staff do not have concern with the revised building depth 
variance.

Zoning Preliminary Review (ZPR) Not Undertaken
The owner has confirmed that a Zoning Preliminary Review (ZPR) has not been conducted. It is 
the owner’s responsibility to ensure that the application has accurately identified all the 
variances to the Zoning By-law required for the proposed development. If the variance request 
in this application contains errors, or if the need for additional variances is identified during the 
Building Permit review process, further variance application(s) may be required to address the 
non-compliance.

PUBLIC INPUT SUMMARY
As of the initial circulation in 2019, Staff have received one letter of support and one letter of 
objection. It is noted that additional information may be received after the writing of the report, 
and the Secretary-Treasurer will provide information on this at the meeting.  



CONCLUSION
Planning Staff have reviewed the application with respect to Section 45(1) of The Planning Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended, and are of the opinion that the variance request meets the 
four tests of the Planning Act. Staff recommend that the Committee consider public input in 
reaching a decision. 

The onus is ultimately on the applicant to demonstrate why they should be granted relief from 
the requirements of the zoning by-law, and how they satisfy the tests of the Planning Act 
required for the granting of minor variances.

Please see Appendix “B” for conditions to be attached to any approval of this application.

PREPARED BY:

___________________________________
Aqsa Malik, Planner, East District

REVIEWED BY:

____________________________________
Stephen Corr, Development Manager, East District 
File Path: Amanda\File\ 19 102988 \Documents\District Team Comments Memo



APPENDIX “B”
CONDITIONS TO BE ATTACHED TO ANY APPROVAL OF FILE A/01/19

1. The variances apply only to the proposed development as long as it remains; and

2. That the variances apply only to the subject development, in substantial conformity with the 
plan(s) attached as ‘Appendix C’ to this Staff Report and that the Secretary-Treasurer 
receive written confirmation from the Director of Planning and Urban Design or designate 
that this condition has been fulfilled to his or her satisfaction.

CONDITIONS PREPARED BY:

___________________________________
Aqsa Malik, Planner, East District
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