
 

  Varley Education 

 

Varley Education Curriculum Links K-12 



 

  Varley Education 

 

INDEX 
Ontario Curriculum Subjects 

 
 

Visual Arts 
 

(pg. 3 – 5) 

Social Studies 

(pg. 6 – 7) 

Language / English 

(pg. 8 – 9) 

Environmental Studies 

(pg. 10 – 11) 

Mathematics 

(pg. 12) 

Science & Technology  

(pg. 13) 

Geography 

(pg. 14) 

Native Studies  

(pg. 15) 

 

 



 

  Varley Education 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  Grades 4 – 6  

 

D1.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art that express feelings and ideas inspired 
by their interests and experiences 

D1.2 Demonstrate an understanding of composition, using selected principles of design to 
create narrative art works or art works on a theme or topic 

D1.3 Use elements of design in art works to communicate ideas, messages, and 
understandings 

D1.4 Use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to determine solutions to design 
challenges 

D2.1 Interpret a variety of art works, and identify the feelings, issues, themes, and social 
concerns that they convey 

D2.2 Analyse the use of elements and principles of design in a variety of art works, and explain 
how they are used to communicate meaning or understanding 

D2.3 Demonstrate awareness of the meaning of signs, symbols, and styles in works of art 

D3.1 Describe how visual art forms and styles represent various messages and contexts in the 
past and present 

  Visual Arts 

D1.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art that express feelings and ideas 
inspired by personal experiences 

D1.3 Use elements of design in art works to communicate ideas, messages, and personal 
understandings 

D1.4 Use a variety of materials, tools, and techniques to respond to design challenges 
e.g. drawing, mixed media, painting, printmaking, sculpture 

D2.1 Express their feelings and ideas about art works and art experiences 

D2.3 Demonstrate an awareness of signs and symbols encountered in their daily lives and 
in works of art 

D3.2 Demonstrate an awareness of a variety of works of art from diverse communities, 
times, and places 

  Grades 1 – 3  
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D3.2 Demonstrate an awareness of a variety of art forms, styles, and traditions, and describe 
how they reflect the diverse cultures, times, and places in which they were made 

 
 

  Grades 7 – 8  

 

D1.1 Create art works, using a variety of traditional forms and current media technologies, that 
express feelings, ideas, and issues, including opposing points of view (e.g., 
…performance art or an installation that portrays both sides of the struggle between 
humankind and nature; …) 

D1.2 Demonstrate an understanding of composition, using multiple principles of design and the 
“rule of thirds” to create narrative art works or art works on a theme or topic 

D1.4 Use a variety of materials, tools, techniques, and technologies to determine solutions to 
increasingly complex design challenges 

D2.1 Interpret a variety of art works and identify the feelings, issues, themes, and social 
concerns that they convey(e.g., compare the mood of two different works by two peers, 
such as Above the Gravel Pit by Emily Carr and Reflections, Bishop’s Pond by David 
Milne; …) 

D2.3 Demonstrate an understanding of how to read and interpret signs, symbols, and style in 
art works 

D3.1 Identify and describe some of the ways in which visual art forms and styles reflect the 
beliefs and traditions of a variety of cultures and civilizations 

D3.2 Demonstrate an understanding of the function of visual and media arts in various 
contexts today and in the past, and of their influence on the development of personal and 
cultural identity 

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12  

 

A2.1 Explore elements and principles of design, and apply them to create art works that 
express personal feelings and/or communicate emotions to an audience 

A2.2 Apply elements and principles of design to create art works that communicate ideas 
and information 

A3.1 Explore and experiment with a variety of media/materials and traditional and/or 
emerging technologies, tools, and techniques, and apply them to produce art works 

B1.1 Identify and describe their initial reactions to a variety of art works 
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B1.2 Identify, on the basis of examination, elements and principles of design used in various 
art works, and describe their effects 

B1.3 Interpret a variety of historical and/or contemporary art works to identify their subject 
matter and purpose and the meanings they convey 

B2.1 Identify the functions of various types of artworks in past and present societies 

B2.2 Identify ways in which various art works reflect the society in which they were created 

B2.3  Identify ways in which creating and/or analysing art works has affected their personal 
identity and values 

C1.1 Use appropriate terminology when identifying and describing the use of elements and 
principles of design in their own art works and the works of others 

C1.2 Use appropriate vocabulary to describe techniques, materials, and tools when creating 
and presenting visual art works 

C2.2 Demonstrate an understanding of some techniques that artists use to achieve specific 
effects  

C3.2 Demonstrate safe and conscientious practices associated with the use of materials, 
tools, and technologies in visual arts 

 
 
 
 
 

  Social Studies 
 

  Grades 1 – 3  

 

A2.5 Evaluate evidence and draw conclusions about some aspects of the 
interrelationship between events, people, and/or places in their lives and their 
own roles, relationships, responsibilities, and identity/sense of self 

A3.2 Identify some of the significant people, places, and things in their life, including 
in the community.  

B3.1 Identify some of the natural and built features of their community (e.g., rivers, 
lakes, parks, roads, stores, houses, apartment buildings, libraries, schools, 
arenas, recreation centres, places of worship) 
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B3.2 Identify some distinct areas in the local community (e.g., residential areas, 
commercial areas, high-traffic areas, different areas within the school), and 
describe some of the characteristics of these areas 

B3.7 Describe selected communities around the world, with reference to their major 
physical features, wildlife, and some aspects of their culture (e.g., physical 
features such as mountains, lakes, rivers; native animals; cultural practices 
related to food, clothing, recreation, the arts)  

 
 

  Grades 4 – 6  

 

 
B1.1 
 
 
 
 
B1.3 

Describe some of the ways in which people make use of natural and built 
features of, and human services in, the local community to meet their needs, 
and what might happen if these features/services did not exist 
 

Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of sustainability in people’s 
interrelationship with their natural environment and of some of the 
consequences of sustainable and/or non-sustainable actions 

A3.2 Demonstrate the ability to extract information on daily life in early societies 
from visual evidence 

 Identify the changes in community needs at different points in time as 
represented in artworks. 

 Recognize the ways artworks can both highlight and ignore specific 
communities and groups of people. 
Consider the wider social context the artist was living in/responding to and 
how their artwork shows that  

 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf 
 
 

  Grades 7 – 8 

 

  World Cultures - 
The Concept of 
Culture: 
 B1.1 

Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of culture associated with 
various definitions of the term  

  B1.2 Analyse various functions of culture 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf
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Equity, Diversity, 
and Social Justice 
– Ethno-cultural 
Diversity in 
Canada: 
C1.1 

Describe the ongoing challenges and struggles facing various racial, 
cultural, or national minority groups in Canada, including First nations 
people and newcomers 

C1.2 Describe the complexities of the relationship between an individual’s 
cultural heritage and the wider outside society’s values, beliefs, and 
practices 

 Begin to consider the ways in which Canadian identity is advertised 
versus how it may actually be experienced. Recognize that national 
identity is constructed and analyse why.  

 Consider perceptions of Canada from around the world and begin to 
learn about Canada’s geopolitical history.  

World Cultures – 
Cultural 
Expressions 
C1.4 

Analyse the ways in which a culture’s relationship to the environment is 
reflected in its art, philosophy, and religious/spiritual beliefs 

C3.1 Analyse the integration of different aspects of culture in the cultural 
expressions of specific societies 

World Religions 
and Belief 
Traditions – Social 
and Cultural 
Contexts: 
F1.1  

Identify and explain the significance of signs and symbols associated with 
various religions and belief traditions 

B1.3 Describe multiple ways in which culture can influence an individual’s 
perceptions, attitudes, and behaviours 

B2.2 Analyse how culture is acquired and maintained within a group 

B2.5 Analyse various types of tensions that can occur between individuals and 
their collective culture 

World Cultures – 
Cultural 
Expressions: 
C1.1 

Describe forms of artistic expression found within a specific culture or 
subculture 
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/descript/descri9e.pdf 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/canworld910curr2018.pdf 
 
 
 

  Language Arts / English 
 

  Grades 1 – 3  

 

Media 
Literacy: 
1.2 

Identify overt and implied messages, initially with support and direction, in simple 
media texts 

1.3 Express personal thoughts and feelings about some simple media works 

1.6 Identify, with support and direction, who makes some of the simple media texts with 
which they are familiar, and why those texts are produced 

2.1 Identify some of the elements and characteristics of a few simple media forms 

3.4 Produce some short media texts for specific purposes and audiences, using a few 
simple media forms and appropriate conventions and techniques 

 Identify different characters and their roles in the story 

 
 

  Grades 4 – 6  

 

Media 
Literacy: 
1.2 

Use overt and implied messages to draw inferences and construct meaning in media 
texts 

1.3 Express opinions about ideas, issues, and/or experiences presented in media texts, 
and give evidence from the texts to support their opinions 

1.5 Identify whose point of view is presented in a media text, identify missing or 
alternative points of view, and, where appropriate, determine whether the chosen 
view achieves a particular goal 

 Identify and analyse character attributes and motives; consider the intentions and 
decisions of the author  

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/descript/descri9e.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/canworld910curr2018.pdf


 

  Varley Education 

 

 

  Grades 7 – 8  

 

Media 
Literacy: 
1.2 

Interpret increasingly complex or difficult media texts, using overt and implied 
messages as evidence for their interpretations 

1.3 Evaluate the effectiveness of the presentation and treatment of ideas, information, 
themes, opinions, issues, and/or experiences in media texts 

2.1 Explain how individual elements of various media forms combine to create, reinforce, 
and/or enhance meaning 

: 
2.2 

Identify the conventions and techniques used in a variety of media forms and explain 
how they help convey meaning and influence or engage the audience 

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12  

 

Media 
Studies: 
1.2 

Interpret simple and complex media texts, identifying and explaining the overt and 
implied messages they convey 

1.3 Evaluate how effectively information, ideas, issues, and opinions are communicated 
in both simple and complex media texts and decide whether the texts achieve their 
intended purpose 

1.5 Identify the perspectives and/or biases evident in both simple and complex media 
texts and comment on any questions they may raise about beliefs, values, and 
identity 

 Analyze both historical and contemporary works 

 Develop critical and creative thinking and communication skills.  

 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/descript/descri9e.pdf 
 
  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/descript/descri9e.pdf
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  Environment Studies 
 

  Grades 1 – 3  

 

Understanding 
Nature  
D1.1 

Create two- and three-dimensional works of art that express feelings and 
ideas inspired by activities in their community or observations of nature 

Science and 
Technology: 
3.1 

Identify environment as the area in which something or someone exists or 
lives 

3.4 Describe the characteristics of a healthy environment, including clean air and 
water and nutritious food, and explain why it is important for all living things to 
have a healthy environment 

Adaptation Identify different plants and animals and how they adapt to their environments 
(ie. Bears hibernating during winter to conserve energy and food, etc.) 

 
 

  Grades 4 – 6  

 

Biodiversity Investigate and compare the physical characteristics of a variety of plants and 
animals, including humans 

 Identify the physical characteristics of a variety of plants and animals. Begin to 
understand and define “biodiversity” (the variety and variability of life on earth in 
terms of species and environment) 

 
Identify different characteristics of a variety of environments. An environment can 
be built or natural, populated or remote. 

Human 
Impact 

Describe ways in which humans from various cultures, including First Nations 
people, use plants and other elements of the environment or food, shelter, 
medicine, and clothing 

 Understand how natural elements are extracted from the environment to be used 
as resources and converted into energy.  

Weather 
and Climate 

Identify and describe different weather patterns and disasters (ie. Hurricanes, 
earthquakes, etc.) and how they are caused. What effect does different types of 
weather have on the environment and the people/living things in it?  
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  Grades 7 – 8  

Social and 
Political Values  

Describe the social and political values surrounding the environment (as 
represented in different forms of art by different artists) 

Interdependency 
and Intervention  

Explain the impact of human intervention and interactions on the 
environment, how these can be hazardous.  

 Analyze the dependency of our social and economic systems on the natural 
systems of the environment  

 

Visual Arts: 
D1.1 

Create art works, using a variety of traditional forms and current media 
technologies, that express feelings, ideas, and issues, including opposing 
points of view (e.g., …performance art or an installation that portrays both 
sides of the struggle between humankind and nature; …) 

D2.1 Interpret a variety of art works and identify the feelings, issues, themes, and 
social concerns that they convey (e.g., compare the mood of two different 
works by two peers, such as Above the Gravel Pit by Emily Carr and 
Reflections, Bishop’s Pond by David Milne; …) 

D3.1 Identify and describe some of the ways in which visual art forms and styles 
reflect the beliefs and traditions of a variety of cultures and civilizations 

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12 

Social Impact 
and Institutions  

B1.2 Evaluate the effectiveness of government initiatives in Canada (federal, 

provincial, municipal), and/or the efforts of societal groups or non-
governmental organizations, such as Aboriginal communities, environmental 
groups, or student organizations, with respect to an environmental issue that 
affects the sustainability of terrestrial or aquatic ecosystems (e.g., wetland 
restoration, recycling programs, Canada–Ontario Environmental Farm Plans, 
stewardship of national and provincial parks) 

Interdisciplinary 
Practices 

How can artist incorporate scientific methods and tools into their art making?  
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“By the end of Grade 12, students will acquire knowledge, skills, and perspectives that foster 
understanding of their fundamental connections to each other, to the world around them, and to all 
living things”. (Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow, p. 11) 
Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow: A Policy Framework for Environmental Education in Ontario Schools, 
released in 2009 

 
 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/environmental_ed_kto8_eng.pdf  
 
 

  Mathematics 
 

  Grades 1-3 

 

Geometric 
Properties 

Identify and describe common two dimensional shapes, sort and classify them 
by their attributes using concrete materials and pictorial representations.  

 Begin to understand what is meant by “symmetry” (the quality of being made 
up of exactly the same parts in equal measure). Locate shapes that have 
symmetry.  

Geometric 
Relationships 

Identify and describe shapes within other shapes; identify patterns and what 
optical effect they have (ie. Curved lines make the picture look “wavy” and 
“like its moving”) 

 
Compose patterns, pictures, and designs, using common two-dimensional 
shapes 

Understanding 
Perspective 

Define what is meant by “perspective” (a point of view, which visually varies 
based on where the viewer is in space). Understand that things that are far 
away look smaller and indicate distance, and things that are bigger indicate 
closeness.  

 
 

  Grades 4-6 

 
 

Understanding 
Perspective 

Define what is meant by “perspective” (a point of view, which visually varies 
based on where the viewer is in space).  

Scale and 
Proportion 

Discuss the scale of the artwork compared to the size of the viewer. What has 
been exaggerated in size? How does this contribute to our understanding of 
the artwork?  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/environmental_ed_kto8_eng.pdf
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 Consider the artist’s thinking and choices when deciding the shape and size 
for a particular work.  

Geometry and 
Shapes 

Identify and describe differences between “geometric” shapes and “organic” 
shapes. How does the artist use them in their work?  

 

  Grades 7-8 

 

Perspective 
as a Tool  

Understand how perspective is used as a tool by artists to communicate 
distance and depth on a flat surface (Objects that are farther away are smaller 
and less detailed, objects that are closest to us are larger and clear)Discuss the 
different types of perspective (one point, two point) and discuss the concept of 
a “horizon line” and a “vanishing point”.  

Mass and 
Space 

How are mass and space being conveyed in the work? Consider how the artist 
uses their tools to convey emptiness/fullness, many/few/, etc. 

Proportion Define what is meant by “proportion” (a part that is considered in relationship to 
a whole/ larger part).  

 
 
 

  Grades 9-12 

 
 
 

Perspective 
as a Tool  

Learn about the development of perspective as a tool of drawing and painting. 
Explore how different cultures have employed perspective in art (ie. Classical 
Chinese landscapes used “ladder” perspective) 

Scale and 
Process 

Identify the obstacles of scale (if any) the artist may have had to overcome in 
their process (ie. If work was very large scale what techniques could the artist 
have employed to cover a large surface area, maintain proportions, etc.)  

Proportion  Describe how proportions are used in art (when drawing a body/anatomy, when 
communicating how something sits in space, to show how close or far 
something is to the viewer, to show how big or small something is in 
comparison to what is around it).  

 
 

  Science & Technology 
 

  Grades 1 – 3  
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Understanding 
Life Systems 
2.3 

Investigate and compare the physical characteristics of a variety of plants and 
animals, including humans 

 
Explore the concept of a “Food Chain”. Be able to describe different food 
chains and understand how they are necessary to sustain life.  

 
Investigate characteristics of parts of the human body, including the five sense 
organs, and explain how those characteristics help humans meet their needs 
and explore the world around them (e.g., our hands have fingers and a thumb 
that are flexible to allow us to pick up food; our legs have the two biggest 
bones in our bodies, to carry us around to do the things we need to do, etc.) 

Understanding 
Structures and 
Mechanisms: 
3.2 

Identify structures in the natural environment and in the built environment.  

3.6 Distinguish between objects (including structures) and materials found in 
nature (e.g., tree: sap) and those made by humans 

 Assess the importance of form, function, strength, and stability in structures 
through time; determine how their design and materials enable them to 
perform their load-bearing function.  

Matter and 
Energy 

Explain how forces are exerted through direct contact (e.g., pushing a door, 
pulling a toy) or through interaction at a distance (e.g., magnetism, gravity).  

 Identify ways in which forces are used in their daily lives (e.g., magnetism – 
fridge magnet; gravity – a falling ball; friction – bicycle brakes) 

 
 

  Grades 4 – 6  

 

Understanding 
Life Systems 
and Human 
Impact 

Discuss different methods of altering or adding to an environment (urban 
development, transportation, deforestation, building waterways, planting new 
vegetation, etc.) 

 Discuss how the development of machines and technology had (and 
continues to have) a historical impact on society.  

Understanding 
Matter and 
Energy: 2.3 
 

Investigate the basic properties of sound (e.g., sound travels, that sound can 
be absorbed or reflected that sound can be modified [pitch, volume], that there 
is a relationship between vibrations and sound) 
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Describe how different forces (e.g., magnetism, muscular force, gravitational 
force, friction) applied to an object at rest can cause the object to start, stop, 
attract, repel, or change direction 

 Identify and explain changes of state (liquid, solid, gas) 

 Understand how energy cannot be created or destroyed, but changes from 
one form to another (chemical energy from a battery becomes electrical 
energy) 

 
 

  Grades 7 – 8 

 

Understanding 
Structures 

Analyse personal, social, economic, and environmental factors that need to be 
considered in designing and building structures and devices 

Optics and 
Light 

Explain the what is meant by optics (the scientific study of sight and the 
behavior of light) 

 Explain how our eyes perceive colors differently, and how light interacts 
differently with different colors (ie. Light “bounces” or reflects off of white and 
lighter colors, and is “absorbed” by black and darker colors.)  

 Observe how artists use colors and light strategically to create different effects 
in paintings.  

Arts and 
Sciences 

Consider how artists have documented and employed new technologies and 
scientific discoveries/methodologies in their work at different points in history.  

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12 

 

Form and 
Function  

Investigate how form and function are used by artists and designers. Are the 
two mutually exclusive? Is function always dependent on form? Is it a false 
dichotomy?  

Technological 
Impact  

Assess the impact of technology on society. How has technology affected 
daily life at different periods of history?  

Critical 
Thinking and 
Informal 
Analysis 

When interacting with art and media, students will learn to apply the line of 
questioning and investigation used in science. This includes critical thinking 
(which involves skills such as questioning, predicting, hypothesizing, 
analysing, synthesizing, examining opinions, identifying values and issues, 
detecting bias, and distinguishing between alternatives). 
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  Geography 
 

  Grades 1– 3  

 

A1.3 Assess the physical environment in various locations around the world to 
determine which environment or environments have the greatest impact on 
people 

A3.1 Describe the physical characteristics of various landforms (e.g., mountains, 
plateaus, plains, valleys) 

 Identify different types of places, different types of environments (forests, cities, 
villages, oceans, deserts, etc.)  

 
 

  Grades 4– 6  

 
 

A1.3 Understand that every artwork has an origin (where the artist created it) 

A3.1 Characterise the relationship conveyed of the artist to their environment (natural, 
built, isolated, populated, etc.) 

B3.4 What kind of place or space is being represented? What kinds of markers or 
indicators has the artist provided to represent that place?  
 

 What sensory information does the artist use to evoke a sense of place (color, 
texture, sound, touch, smell, etc.)? 

 
 

  Grades 7– 8  

 
 

A1.3 Assess the physical environment in various locations around the world to 
determine which environments have the greatest impact on people’s way of life 

 Analyse some challenges and opportunities presented by the physical 
environment and ways in which people have responded to them 
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B3.4 Describe the perspectives of different groups  regarding the use of the natural 
environment to meet human needs 

 Consider the environmental, economic, political, and/or social implications of the 
issues, events, developments, and/or phenomena by examining issues from 
multiple perspectives. 

 
 

  Grades 9 – 12  

 
 

Site- 
Specificity 

Understand the use/impact of site- specificity. How is the artist referencing or 
portraying a specific place? 

Social and 
Cultural 
Values 

Identify what cultural and social values surround this place. Discuss the 
interrelationships between human communities and the physical environment.  

Human 
Systems 
and Impact 

Discuss concepts of urbanization, industrialization, and gentrification and how 
they change places in terms of economy, population and appearance.  

 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf    

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/social-studies-history-geography-2018.pdf
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  Native Studies 
 

Identity Describe the specific characteristics that define cultural identity (e.g., types of 
housing, language) 

 Explore the ways identity is socially influenced, constructed and sometimes 
repressed 

History and 
Colonialism  

Investigate the history of colonial systems and their aims. Analyse the effects 
of colonialism on the colonized in different parts of the world throughout 
history.  

 Begin to define and identify cases of imperialism (“a policy of extending a 
country’s power and influence through diplomacy or military force”) 

 Understand the different forms of colonial occupation (settler colonialism, 
exploitation colonialism, surrogate colonialism, and internal colonialism).  

 Investigate the various histories of Indigenous groups in Canada. Recognize 
both the shared and unique challenges each group has faced.  

Sovereignty Defining sovereignty (the ability for a state to govern itself) in the context of 
Indigenous peoples in Canada  

 Describe how art forms represent customs, world views, traditions, beliefs, 
and sovereignty 

Representation  Analyse both historical and contemporary media representation of 
Indigenous people and groups.  

 Explore various forms of media (film, art, print, text based, etc.) in which First 
Nations people represent themselves.  

Challenges Describe how selected artists and their works represent their cultural groups 
and themselves as individuals 

 
Describe the skills and processes that selected artists use to create their art 
forms 

Contemporary 
Case Studies  

Research and investigate issues of Indigenous peoples in a global context.  

 Analyse current events involving Indigenous issues. Research and reflect on 
how political, economic and social events will effect First Nations populations 
(whether directly or indirectly) 

 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/nativestudies910curr.pdf 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/nativestudies1112curr.pdf 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/nativestudies910curr.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/nativestudies1112curr.pdf

